
September 2020 

Dear friends, 

Last year I wrote to you about changes, we certainly had a lot of shifting of roles in that time. These last 

12 months have been another period of change. At the end of the letter I wrote: 

“As we boldly step into 2020 let us embrace transformation. Let us be the very best expression of 

our divine nature. Let the knowledge and experience from our pasts be a springboard into the best 

version of ourselves yet. Let us let love lead the way.” 

When I wrote that, I didn’t expect that we’d all be learning new ways of ‘doing’ ministry and that the 

main venue would be virtual. In those early spring days, many of you embraced big learning curves to 

take services online from home. You leaned into the vulnerability of connection over perfection, and you 

have kept on learning and growing. I celebrate you! 

This year we’ve had two YOU events, Kids Camp, and Unitreat all online. A big congratulations to Nick 

Muncie-Jarvis, Chris Castaldi and their teams for a not easy, but well-done pivot.  

Now we are attending an online Regional Conference. I declare that while the hugs are virtual, the 

connections are deep. This year’s conference was launched with a new team and much excitement. We 

had big plans. As projections about Covid kept rolling out, we realized first that we would need to be 

partly online and then online only. Amidst the disappointment of missing our yearly connection, we were 

excited about the possibilities that having an online conference could bring: more accessibility and 

flexibility plus no travel costs. The conference team consisting of Rev. Jane Hiatt, Rev. Lisa Davis, Rev. 

Marla Mason, Laura DuBois, Aminana Lantzy, and myself have retooled the conference to be different 

but hopefully just as wonderful in a virtual world.  

Last year Cheryl Mayes shared that she was ready for shifting out of her role as Regional Rep. Terry 

Murray indicated her interest and will be stepping into that role. I look forward to seeing how she can 

continue to serve the region and Unity in this new capacity. Thank you, Cheryl for your dedication and 

passion for Unity and the NW Region.  

The winds of change continue to blow. Covid, social justice, and now fires are just some of the many 

challenges facing us and the communities we serve. You may know that it is our custom to hold a rotating 

list of ministries in prayer at each of our meetings. In the spring we started naming all ministries in the 

region so we can hold that consciousness of love and wisdom for each of you. I may not always know the 

answer, but I am here to walk with you as is the rest of the board.  

I am honored to serve you. 

With joy and love, 

Rachel Simpson 

 

NWUnitychair@gmail.com 907.519.1036 (cell) 


